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must gradually cease. Men will refuse to preserve themselves or propagate their species, and will welcome death as their highest good. Thus at length individuality, personal existence, will pass completely away, and life will be cancelled in the nothingness of eternity. The blunders of the creative power will thus be corrected and effaced. But Schopenhauer fails to give us any assurance that when this has been accomplished that power will not begin again to blunder as foolishly and mischievously as before. All that he seems sure of is that it cannot do any worse than It has done. His hope that it may do nothing at all Js far from consistent with his general opinion of its character. So irrational an agent cannot be expected to act rationally. Von Hartmann maintains that after men have passed from deception to deception they will at length recognise the utter vanity of existence, sigh after eternal extinction, and seek and find it in a collective and concerted act of self-destruction. Reason, he teaches us, will ultimately convince the will that it is better for it not to be, and induce it to annihilate itself. He does not inform us, however, in what way it is possible for the universal will to annihilate itself. Is there any dynamite, asks Dr Ebrard, not irrelevantly, which will serve the purpose? Herr von Hartmann ought to know. He seems to suppose that the human race by annihilating itself can annihilate